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U.S. virus 
deaths top 
400,000 as 
Trump leaves 
office 


Œ More than 400,000 have died from 
COVID-19 in the United States as of Tuesday, 
according to Johns Hopkins data. The grave 
loss of life comes on the eve of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration. 


BY ADAM GELLER AND JANIE HAR 
Associated Press 


As President Donald Trump entered the 
final year of his term last January, the U.S. 
recorded its first confirmed case of COVID-19. 
Not to worry, Trump insisted, his adminis- 
tration had the virus “totally under control.” 

Now, in his final hours in office, after a year 
of presidential denials of reality and responsi- 
bility, the pandemic’s U.S. death toll has 
eclipsed 400,000. And the loss of lives is 
accelerating. 

“This is just one step on an ominous path of 
fatalities,” said Dr. Irwin Redlener, director of 
the National Center for Disaster Preparedness 
at Columbia University and one of many pub- 
lic health experts who contend the Trump 
administration’s handling of the crisis led to 
thousands of avoidable deaths. 

“Everything about how it’s been managed 
has been infused with incompetence and dis- 
honesty, and we’re paying a heavy price,” he 
said. 

The 400,000-death toll, reported Tuesday 
by Johns Hopkins University, is greater than 


SEE COVID, 4A 


More inside 
e Florida adds 9,816 COVID cases, 3A 


e@ Freedom Tower in Miami illuminated to 
remember residents who died in pandemic, 3A 


e Florida has more known cases of highly 
infectious variant of virus than any other state, 4A 


e Marlins Park opening for vaccinations, 4A 


e Jackson Health requires proof of U.S. residence 
to get vaccine, 4A 


e Publix stores in Palm Beach, Martin, Monroe to 
get vaccines, 4A 


Many Dade 
firefighters, 


nurses decline 
vaccinations 


m In Miami-Dade’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout, 
a good chunk of healthcare workers at 
Jackson Health and Baptist South Florida, and 
firefighters, turned down vaccinations. 


BY BEN CONARCK AND DOUGLAS HANKS 
bconarck@miamiherald.com 
dhanks@miamiherald.com 


Zinzi Bailey looks at Miami-Dade’s earliest 
wave of COVID-19 vaccinations and sees an 
unaddressed question. Why did so many para- 
medics, firefighters and hospital workers pass 
up a chance to get a shot? 

Large numbers of Miami-Dade hospital 
workers, firefighters and paramedics who 
were offered early vaccinations for COVID-19 
declined, and county leaders haven’t tried to 
figure out why. 

Bailey, a research professor at the Uni- 
versity of Miami who studies health inequi- 
ties, said that’s a big problem, now and into 
the future. 

“There is a community and a culture 
around firefighters, healthcare workers,” she 
said. “If we’re not delving into that, we’re 
missing a key opportunity for the spread of 
information around this vaccine and disrupt- 


SEE WORKERS, 4A 


U.S. PRESIDENCY IN TRANSITION 


PREPARING FOR A NEW ERA 


PHOTOS BY CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.com 


ON GUARD 


On Tuesday, National Guard troops check cars and close off streets as 
Washington, D.C., is shut down before the inauguration of President-elect Joe 
Biden. Below, in Washington, Assistant Police Chief Hajir Nuriddin raises her hand 
as she is sworn in as a deputy along with 27 officers from the Coral Gables Police 
Department who joined Guard troops for duty. Story, Page 7A 


CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.com 


25 Haitian 
migrants 
deported 
on Trump’s 
last night in 
office 


m The Trump administration’s final 
deportation flight to Haiti included a 
man born in St. Martin. Immigration 
advocates successfully got him — but 
not the other deportees — removed 
from the flight on the eve of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s 
inauguration. 


BY JACQUELINE CHARLES 
AND MONIQUE 0. MADAN 


jcharles@miamiherald.com 
mmadan@miamiherald.com 


The Trump administration sent a 
final deportation flight to Haiti on the 
eve of the inauguration of President- 
elect Joe Biden, who has promised to 
halt removals during his first 100 
days. 

In a last salvo of President Donald 
Trump’s hardline policy, Immigration 
and Customs En- 
forcement chartered 
a flight Tuesday 
operated by Swift 
Air, which departed 
from Louisiana and 
arrived in Port-au- 
Prince by early after- 
noon. 

A total of 25 de- 
portees landed in the 
capital, including five infants, Jean 
Négot Bonheur Delva, the head of 
Haiti’s Office of National Migration 
(ONM), told the Miami Herald. Such 
flights typically include migrants with 
a criminal record or asylum seekers 
who have lost their fight to remain in 
the U.S. 

“This flight is the last attempt by the 
Trump administration as a show of 
force, a show of power,” immigrant 
advocate Guerline Jozef said. 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, the Trump administration has 
ramped up the expulsion of immi- 
grants from Latin America and the 
Caribbean, despite calls by members 
of Congress to halt deportations dur- 
ing the deadly health crisis. Immigrant 
advocates contend the tough stance 
against migrants has continued during 
the president’s last days in office. 

Biden has promised a moratorium 
on deportations for undocumented 
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@ Trump suspends 
deportations of 
Venezuelans, 8A 

@ Biden's plan to 
revamp immigration 
revives old hopes in 
South Florida, 8A 


Trump will find ‘both love and hate’ in Florida 
as he begins post-presidential life 


m Donald Trump is popular in Florida. But a second impeachment, his ban from 
Twitter and fallout from the Capitol insurrection have muddied the outlook for 


his future. 


BY DAVID SMILEY 
AND FRANCESCA CHAMBERS 


dsmiley@miamiherald.com 
fchambers@mcclatchydc.com 


When President Donald Trump 
leaves the White House for the final 
time Wednesday, he will board Air 
Force One and head for Palm Beach 
International Airport, where he’ll be 
greeted by the warm embrace of his 
South Florida loyalists as he heads into 
his post-presidential life. 

Trump’s strongest supporters are 
organizing crowds to greet his motor- 
cade on its route to Mar-a-Lago, the 
private Palm Beach club he calls home. 
And when Joe Biden is sworn in at noon 
as the nation’s 46th president, Trump 
should be firmly situated in a state 
where his allies occupy some of the 


most powerful positions in government, 
media and politics. 

But as the twice-impeached Trump 
and some of his adult children plan to 
settle in Florida after four years in 
Washington, much is still unsettled, 
and the full fallout of a Jan. 6 riot at the 
U.S. Capitol by a pro-Trump mob has 
yet to be determined. 

“The president will unfortunately 
encounter both love and hate when he 
returns to Florida tomorrow,” Repub- 
lican strategist Karen Giorno, a senior 
adviser to Trump’s 2016 Florida cam- 
paign, said in a Tuesday interview. 

Trump’s first impression of his new 
life could be somewhat comforting for a 
man described by confidants as 
increasingly isolated and unpredictable 
in his final days in office. 

Though early talk of Trump throwing 


a celebration Wednesday in South Flor- 
ida appears to have fizzled, Republican 
activists are gathering the president’s 
supporters to greet him along shut- 
down streets. And in a state run by 
Republicans — including a governor 
who rose to power with the help of 
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More inside 


e Senate Republican leader McConnell 
says Trump ‘provoked’ Capitol mob, 6A 


e Gabriel Garcia, Miami Proud Boys 
member and ex-GOP candidate, 
arrested for role in Capitol mob, 6A 


e Riot suspects charged, 7A 


e Trump wishes new administration luck 
in farewell video, 7A 


e Editorial Board: Biden years begin, 10A 
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